UQAM COMMUNIQUE GALERIE DE L'UQAM

Unveiling the Resilience of Living Beings: Gabrielle Turbide’s biomaterial
universe at Galerie de 'TUQAM

Dates: September 4 — October 17, 2026
Opening: Thursday, September 3, 5:30 p.m.

Montreal, August 17, 2026 — Galerie de 'UQAM welcomes Dystrophe, an exhibition by Gabrielle Turbide, a
graduating master’s student in Visual and Media Arts at UQAM. By creating experimental laboratories that bring
together technology and living organisms, the artist gives shape to hybrid ecosystems where plants, algae,
microorganisms, and fragile machines interact. Through these constantly evolving assemblages, Gabrielle Turbide
explores the strategies of adaptation and resilience found in the living, while bringing to light the erased narratives
of bodies, voices, and vulnerable environments.

The exhibition

Dystrophe is an experimental ecosystem where photosynthetic microorganisms and electronic components
coexist within a speculative salt marsh. At the heart of the installation are images created using chlorophyll
printing—an organic photographic process that harnesses the green pigment’s sensitivity to ultraviolet light.
Exposed to the conditions of their environment, these images transform over the course of the exhibition, following
cycles of degradation and reactivation. The work explores the relationships between photosynthetic life and its
environment by making perceptible the ephemeral forms resulting from unstable biological processes.

“My project,” explains the artist, “draws inspiration from the phenomenon of eutrophication in saline
environments—a process in which these environments become enriched with nutrients, leading to a proliferation
of algae, phytoplankton, and photosynthetic bacteria. Accelerated by human activities, this imbalance causes a
decline in biodiversity and the suffocation of the environment. The installation invites viewers to observe the
precarious dynamics that emerge within vulnerable environments, where disappearance, transformation, and
adaptation are all part of the same ecological cycle.”

The installation consists of five modular structures, assembled from recycled and raw materials such as copper
pipes, concrete, bioplastics derived from algae, salvaged electronic components, and 3D-printed parts. These
elements form a hybrid environment where living, industrial, and technological materials coexist. Bringing together
various experiments involving photosynthesis, chlorophyll printing, and the cultivation of microorganisms, the
exhibition forms a living system that evolves according to its environment and physical conditions.

The artist

Gabrielle Turbide is an interdisciplinary artist based in Tiohtia:ke/Mooniyang/Montreal. She holds an
interdisciplinary bachelor’'s degree in digital arts from the Université du Québec a Chicoutimi and the Universidad
de los Andes in Colombia (2023). She is currently completing a master’s degree in Visual and Media Arts at UQAM,
where she received a grant from the Faculty Fund of the School of Visual and Media Arts (2023) as well as the
Arprim/School of Visual and Media Arts production grant (2024). In 2026, she was awarded the New Horizons
Prize by the Grantham Foundation for Art and the Environment. She is a member of the Hexagram research-
creation network in Montreal and the Ubchihica Center for Research and Creation in Digital Arts in Chicoutimi. Her
work has been presented in group exhibitions and at conferences in Canada, Colombia, Mexico, and Morocco.
gabrielleturbide.com

Public activities

Artist Talk

As part of the L’art observe series

Wednesday, September 23, 2026, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m.
Galerie de TUQAM

In French

Free admission

Galerie de 'UQAM invites you to a presentation by Gabrielle Turbide, graduating master’s student in Visual and
Media Arts. She will discuss her artistic approach as well as the research undertaken during her academic career,
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https://www.gabrielleturbide.com/

in an atmosphere conducive to exchange. It will also be an opportunity for the artist to reveal the processes and
ideas that underlie the exhibition.

Educational program

The cultural mediators of Galerie de 'TUQAM will be offering guided tours of the Gabrielle Turbide. Dystrophe
exhibition to groups and faculty members. Flexible and open to all school and community groups, the tours can
be adapted to meet particular needs and to complement material covered in the classroom, if needed. These
activities are offered free of charge, in French or English.

+ more information: galerie.ugam.ca/en/educational-program/

Reservation required:

Léa Lanthier-Lapierre

Cultural Mediation and Communications Coordinator, Galerie de TUQAM
lanthier-lapierre.lea@ugam.ca

Support provided by

Conseil desarts Canada Council g‘e);‘:t‘!;
du Canada for the Arts et des lettres
Q du Québec

Address and opening hours

Galerie de TUQAM

Judith-dasmin Pavilion, Room J-R120

1400 Berri, corner of Sainte-Catherine East, Montréal
Berri-UQAM Metro

Tuesday — Saturday, 12 p.m. — 6 p.m.
Free admission

Information
Phone: 514 987-6150
galerie.ugam.ca / Facebook / Instagram / Viméo
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