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Movement as form:  
Jonathan Plante. Angle mort at the Galerie de l’UQAM 
 
Dates: January 11 to February 18, 2017 
Opening: Tuesday, January 10, 2017, 5:30 pm 
 
Montréal, December 15, 2016 — The Galerie de l’UQAM presents the exhibition Angle mort by Jonathan 
Plante, a graduating master’s student in Visual and Media Arts at UQAM. The artist will reveal a series of 
paintings and prints on lenticular supports, a process that creates an impression of movement. Depending on 
the viewpoint of the observer, images appear, disappear and transform themselves. Plante activates the gaze 
and involves the viewer’s body in the experience of the image’s various temporalities. 
 
On the occasion of the opening, the journal esse will launch its latest issue exploring the theme of the Library. 
 
The exhibition 
For Jonathan Plante, the Angle mort (Blind spot) is the gap created by setting the image into motion. In 
revisiting abstract painting, op art and kinetic art, as well as experimental cinema, the series of painting-screens 
comprising the exhibition explores, amplifies and systematizes the plastic character of the movement. The 
paintings and silkscreen prints on lenticular supports display images that foreground the indissociable link 
between the viewer’s movements and his or her perception. 
 
The artist uses the term “kinoplastic” to describe his explorations of the painting’s temporalities. The word was 
first used by the art historian and essayist Élie Faure in his 1922 article “De la cinéplastique”. He here 
envisaged “an art where time would really become a dimension of space.” In redefining Faure’s investigations in 
the current context, Jonathan Plante draws inspiration from his thinking to enrich his research. How can one 
think the image in a society where attention is constantly lured by movement? Movement becomes the law of 
our relationship to the world and it formats the way in which we read it. According to Plante, this perpetual 
movement has nowadays become the tool of an economy based on the creation and commodification of 
experiences. 
 
The artist 
Jonathan Plante lives and works in Montréal where he obtained a BA in Interdisciplinary Studies from Concordia 
University. In a practice that he characterizes as “kinoplastic,” he explores the conditions of the appearance of 
movement in the image. He is particularly interested in the still image that is set into motion by the viewer’s 
movements. Echoing op art and experimental cinema, his exhibitions are a fieldwork exploration of visual 
perception. Through an investigation of the image’s temporalities, he searches for new ways of seeing. In 2005, 
he travelled to Amsterdam for a two-year residency at De Ateliers. Throughout his stay in the Netherlands, he 
participated in solo and group exhibitions. In 2008, his work was included in the first Québec Triennial: Nothing 
is lost, nothing is created, everything is transformed, organized by the Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal. 
He presented the solo exhibitions Palindrome at the Musée d’art contemporain des Laurentides in 2010, 
Parallaxe at Galerie Division, in 2011, and Moonwalk, in 2014, at Galerie Hugues Charbonneau, which 
represents the artist’s work. In 2013, he proposed a solo exhibition for a young audience, Lapincyclope, at VOX 
— Centre de l’image contemporaine in Montréal. Lapincyclope subsequently travelled to nine venues in Québec 
and Canada. In 2017, he will hold a solo exhibition at L’œil de poisson in Québec City. His works are part of 
private and public collections, including the collections of the Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal and the 
Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec. 
 
Free activities 
Artist talk: Jonathan Plante 
Part of the series L’art observe 
Tuesday, February 7, 2017 
12:45—1:45 pm 
Galerie de l’UQAM 
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Guided tours of the exhibition 
Available any time. Reservations required with Philippe Dumaine, 514 987-3000, ext. 3280, or 
dumaine_allard.philippe@uqam.ca 
 
esse no 89 — Library 
Libraries are institutions which don’t only accumulate knowledge, but also sacralize it for posterity. With the 
advance of digitization in institutions around the world, the role of a library as a physical place is in constant 
fluctuation. How do artists approach this seismic movement? With respect to digital collections, how do artists 
incorporate the book culture into their work? What are the theoretical channels motivating critical expression 
about the transformation of the role of the library? This issue explores the role, status and function of the library 
in contemporary art. 
 
Support provided by 

                     
 
The project received financial support from Grupmuv, research-creation laboratory for drawing and moving images (FRQSC 2013–2016). 
 
The artist acknowledges the support of the Hexagram International Network, an organization dedicated to the development of research and 
creation in the media arts, design, technology and digital culture. 

 
Address and opening hours 
Galerie de l’UQAM 
Judith-Jasmin Pavilion, Room J-R120 
1400 Berri Street (corner of Sainte-Catherine East), Montréal 
Berri-UQAM metro 
 
Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 6 pm 
Free admission 
 
Information 
Phone: 514 987-6150 
www.galerie.uqam.ca / Facebook / Twitter / Instagram 
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Source: Maude N. Béland, Press Relations Officer 
Press Relations and Special Events Division, Communications Service 
Phone: 514-987-3000, ext. 1707 
beland.maude_n@uqam.ca 
twitter.com/MaudeNBeland 
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