
 

 
Fiona Tan: Rise and Fall at the Galerie de l’UQAM 
 
Dates: February 25 to April 2, 2011   
Place: Galerie de l’UQAM, 1400 Berri (corner of Saint Catherine), Room J-R120 
Vernissage: Thursday, February 24 at 5:30 p.m.   
 
Montreal, February 10, 2011 – The Galerie de l'UQAM will inaugurate an exhibition of 
recent creations by Dutch artist Fiona Tan, whose work dazzled visitors to the Dutch 
Pavilion at the 2009 Venice Biennale. Fiona Tan: Rise and Fall features a selection of 
video installations that reveals several themes used by the artist to question the cultural 
identity. Fiona Tan is a major figure in the international art scene. The project, co-organised 
by the Vancouver Art Gallery and Aargauer Kunsthaus (Switzerland), is curated by 
Bruce Grenville, senior curator of the Vancouver Art Gallery. 
 
The exhibition 
Fiona Tan: Rise and Fall marks a new trajectory for the artist and documents an important 
stage in her career. While much of Tan’s early work focused on the use of found archival 
images, her recent projects involve the use of actors and location shooting. These new 
works address her long-standing interest in the documentary image, both personal and 
public, and the role of memory and forgetting in the construction of identity.  
 
An integral component of Fiona Tan: Rise and Fall is a two-channel film installation 
commissioned by the Vancouver Art Gallery for the exhibition. This work, titled Rise and 
Fall, 2009, was filmed in Niagara Falls, Belgium and the Netherlands, and constructs a 
narrative of isolation, loss and dislocation. Examining the retrospective gaze and its 
relationship to the images we carry within ourselves, the artist uses a double projection to 
present an older woman reminiscing about her young life. Moving back and forth between 
present and past, the viewer is simultaneously shown footage of flowing water – an 
evocative metaphor for the flow of memory and time.  
 
“Again and again Fiona Tan shows us that, like the waters that figure so prominently in her 
videos, neither past nor present are static entities,” said Bruce Grenville about the artist’s 
major themes. “Her eloquent work shows that these states remain in constant and 
meaningful contact with one another and are always in flux.” 
 
The catalogue 
The exhibition is accompanied by a 128-page full-colour publication featuring the artist’s 
work and major essays by exhibition curator, Bruce Grenville; Okwui Enwezor, curently 
adjunct curator at International Center of Photography, New York and the forthcoming 
director of the Haus der Kunst in Munich; Michael Newman, associate professor of art 
history, theory and criticism at the Art Institute of Chicago; Irit Rogoff, professor of visual 
culture at Goldsmiths College at London University and Madeleine Schuppli, director of the 
Aargauer Kunstaus.  
 
The artist 
Born in Indonesia in 1966, Fiona Tan grew up in Australia. She received her formal art 
training in Amsterdam and has been living in the Netherlands since the late 1980s. Her 
work has been shown in numerous solo and group exhibitions in international venues, 
including the Dutch Pavilion at the 53rd Venice Biennale, 2009; Rijksmuseum, 
Amsterdam, 2008; Centre Pompidou, Paris, 2008; Modern Art Oxford, Oxford, 2005; 



New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York, 2004; Tate Modern, London, 2004; 
Akademie der Künste, Berlin, 2002; Istanbul Biennale, Istanbul, 2003; Documenta 11, 
Kassel, 2002; and the 49th Venice Biennale, 2002.  
 
The curator 
Bruce Grenville is Senior Curator at the Vancouver Art Gallery. He has organized many 
group exhibitions, including Home and Away: Crossing Cultures on the Pacific Rim and The 
Post-Colonial Landscape Project and numerous solo exhibitions and projects for artists 
including those on Michael Lin, Stan Douglas, Janet Cardiff, Franz West and Wang Du. He 
was the founding editor of the YYZ Books: Critical Works series and a former Toronto editor 
of Parachute magazine. 
 
 
Free public activities  
 
Nuit blanche 
On February 26, the Galerie will be open from 8:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m. for the benefit of night 
owls celebrating La Nuit blanche. 
 
Noontime Contemporary Art 
Every Thursday, 1:00 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. 
A guide will be on hand to discuss the works and answer visitors’ questions. Open to all. No 
reservation required.  
 
Guided tours of the exhibition 
For groups, on reservation only. Information: Julie Bélisle at 514-987-3000, ext. 1424 or at 
belisle.julie@uqam.ca. 
 
Supporters  
Canadian Heritage 
Mondriaan Foundation, Amsterdam 
Canada Council for the Arts 
 
Interview 
To request an interview with the artist, please contact Maude N. Béland by phone at 514 
987-3000 ext. 1707 or by email at beland.maude_n@uqam.ca . 
 
Location and hours 
Galerie de l’UQAM, Judith-Jasmin pavilion, Room J-R120 
1400 Berri St. (corner of Sainte-Catherine East), Montreal 
Berri-UQAM metro 
Tuesday to Saturday, noon to 6 p.m. – free admission  
Phone: 514 987-8421 
www.galerie.uqam.ca 
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Source:  Maude N. Béland, Press Relations Officer 
Press Relations and Special Events Division 
Communications Service 
Phone: 514 987-3000, ext. 1707 
beland.maude_n@uqam.ca 
twitter.com/MaudeNBeland 
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