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From October 20 to November 26, 2005 

Jean-Luc Nancy at the Galerie de l’UQAM 
 

Montreal, October 11  2005 – On October 20, 2005, TROP. Jean-Luc Nancy with 
François Martin et Rodolphe Burger , a major exhibition devoted to one of the 
foremost philosophers of our time, opens at the Galerie de l'UQAM. The opening 
will also serve as an occasion for the launch of the latest issue of Spirale, and of 
an essay by Jean-Luc Nancy entitled 58 indices sur le corps and Extension de 
l’âme, followed by Ginette Michaud’s Appendice. 
 
The exhibition 
 
The exhibition looks at the connections between philosophy and artistic creation, 
with particular reference to Jean-Luc Nancy’s involvement with the work of two 
French art figures, visual artist François Martin and musician Rodolphe Burger. 
The exhibition was conceived and prepared by three curators, the art historian 
Louise Déry, who is also Director of the Galerie de l’UQAM, Ginette Michaud, a 
professor in the Département d’études françaises of the Université de Montréal, 
and the philosopher Georges Leroux, a professor in UQAM’s philosophy 
department.  
 
TROP. By choosing this disproportionate word for the title of the exhibition 
devoted to his work, Jean-Luc Nancy has referenced it to a way of thinking about 
art characterized by surfeit and excess. And it is this openness, in every sense of 
the word, that the exhibition will show operating in works and objects that attest 
to the extremely fertile views expressed Jean-Luc Nancy in relation to the great 
questions of meaning, the body, community and responsibility. 
 
A variety of textual, acoustic and videographic documents – some of which will 
undergo transformations in the course of the exhibition – will be used to establish 
a principle of exchange in which each element is a component in a process 
culminating in the end-point of the event. Visitors will be challenged by the 
philosopher’s writings, by the suppleness of his ideas and his way of generating 
meaning from contact with the world and art. The pieces in the exhibition include 
an enormous fresco composed of over 200 drawings and texts produced 
specifically for this event in conjunction with François Martin; an unpublished 
manuscript entitled Le philosophe boiteux; NIUM, a series of large canvases 
painted by François Martin and inscribed with writings by the philosopher; various 
video portait sketches of Jean-Luc Nancy in his capacity as an intellectual; a 
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sound project with the musician Rodolphe Burger, etc. 
 
This event, put together by the Galerie de l’UQAM, is extraordinary from a 
museographic standpoint insofar as it involves creating a space for essay writing 
instead of an exhibition space as such. It is also the first time that the philosopher 
has embarked upon this way of presenting his ideas about – and forays into – the 
world of artistic creation. The event has received support from the Canada 
Council for the Arts, the Association française d’action artistique, the Consultat 
général de France in Québec City and from UQAM’s faculties of arts (on behalf 
of its postgraduate departments, schools and programs). 
 
Publication launches 
 
The opening will serve as an occasion for the launch of two publications: 
- the latest issue of Spirale (no. 204, Sept.-Oct. 2005) containing a special 
feature entitled “Jean-Luc Nancy, À bords perdus,” prepared by Ginette Michaud 
and Georges Leroux 
- an essay by Jean-Luc Nancy entitled 58 indices sur le corps and Extension de 
l'âme, , followed by Ginette Michaud’s Appendice, (Montreal: Éditions Nota bene, 
collection “Nouveaux Essais Spirale,” 2004.  
 
The exhibition TROP will be followed by a publication produced by the Galerie 
de l’UQAM, which will appear in 2006. In addition to a new text by Jean-Luc 
Nancy, there will be contributions by Rodolphe Burger, Louise Déry, Ginette 
Michaud, Georges Leroux and Isabelle Décarie. 
 
Jean-Luc Nancy and his collaborators 
 
Jean-Luc Nancy is a philosopher. Professor emeritus at the Université Marc 
Bloch in Strasbourg, he is the author of numerous works including La déclosion 
(Galilée, 2005), À l’écoute (Galilée, 2002), Nus sommes (with Federico Ferrari; 
Yves Gevaert, 2002), La communauté affrontée (Galilée, 2001), La pensée 
dérobée (Galilée, 2001), Être singulier pluriel (Galilée, 1996), Le sens du monde 
(Galilée, 1993). He has also worked with many artists, such as the 
choreographer Mathilde Monnier, the filmmaker Abbas Kiarostami, the musician 
Rodolphe Burger and the painters François Martin and Simon Hantaï. 
 
François Martin lives and works in Paris, and teaches drawing at the École 
Nationale Supérieure de la Photographie in Arles, France. The artist has been 
collaborating with Jean-Luc Nancy for over 30 years. His Paris studio is a hub of 
activity where he puts together his drawings and the various traces he has 
collected on his travels, and does the montages that form the bais of his 
approach to artmaking. His works have been shown at the Centre Georges-
Pompidou, the Musée d’Art moderne de la Ville de Paris, the Musée d’Art 
Moderne in Saint-Étienne, the Musée Saint-Pierre d’Art contemporain in Lyons, 
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the Fondation Ludwig of Aix-la-Chapelle, and the PS1 Contemporary Art Center 
in New York. 
 
Rodolphe Burger lives and works in Strasbourg and Paris. He has a 
background in philosophy, a subject he has been teaching since 1988. In 1987, 
he founded the group Kat Onoma, with which he produced six albums that 
constitute a mix of rock music and contemporary philosophy. Since that time he 
has brought out a number of solo albums and collaborated with Doctor L., 
Françoise Hardy, Olivier Cadiot, Alain Bashung, Fred Poulet and Jeanne Balibar, 
in each instance exploring little known musical territories. He says that, in his 
work, which is akin to that of a sculptor, he finds himself in front of material 
waiting to be shaped. This can come in many forms and be rough, unwieldy or 
refined; because in the end, it is the hand that makes the music.  
 

 
 
Free public activities 
 
Talk by Jean-Luc Nancy: TROP 
November 24 at 6:00 p.m. in the auditorium of the Bibliothèque nationale du 
Québec, 475, boul. De Maisonneuve Est, Montréal (Québec). 
 
Closing ceremonies including a musical performance by Rodolphe Burger 
and Jean-Luc Nancy. 
November 26 at 4:00 p.m. 
  
Guided tours and study studios 
At any time (reservations required) 
 
For information on the activities, contact Julie Bélisle at 
(514) 987-3000, extension 1424.  
 
Address and opening hours 
 
Galerie de l’UQAM 
Pavillon Judith-Jasmin, room J-R120  
1400 Berri (at the corner of St. Catherine Street East), Montreal 
Noon to 6:00 p.m., Tuesday to Saturday 
Admission free 
 
Information 
 
Tel.: (514) 987-8421 
www.galerie.uqam.ca 
 

http://www.galerie.uqam.ca/
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Starting on September 30, photographs can be downloaded from the Web 
site: 
http://www.uqam.ca/nouvelles/2005/galerie-photos.htm 
 

- 30 - 
 
Source: Huguette Lucas , information officer 
(05-215) Tel.: (514) 987-3000, extension 6832#  
 Fax: (514) 987-3251 
 lucas.huguette@uqam.ca 
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